For Immediate Release
September 19, 2011
For more information:
Tori Pugh
PR Coordinator
Scott Memorial Hospital
Phone: (812)752-8542
Tori.pugh@smh1.org

Riley on the Road: Advancing Newborn Care in Scottsburg IN
On September 22, Physicians and nurses at Scott Memorial Hospital will take part in a newborn resuscitation training program launched by Riley at IU Health.
The birth of a child is usually a joyous milestone. But in the case of a premature or critically ill newborn, that joy can fade quickly if the little one is struggling to breathe. How the surrounding medical team responds in the first minutes and hours of the newborn’s life is critical. Hoping to improve the care provided in delivery rooms across the state, Riley Hospital for Children at Indiana University Health has launched a unique newborn resuscitation simulation outreach program. 
Dr. Bobbi Byrne, a neonatologist at Riley at IU Health, developed the program after recognizing many resuscitation teams in outlying hospitals have limited experience with life threatening or high-risk delivery room situations. “Emergencies can’t always be prevented and sometimes there isn’t enough time for a transport to a larger care center,” Byrne said. “Since initial delivery room resuscitations can have dramatic impacts on the long-term development of infants, educating community hospitals on these lifesaving skills is imperative.” 
The simulation team, led by Byrne and comprised of Riley at IU Health physicians, nurses and respiratory therapists, ran several high-risk delivery scenarios with state-of-the-art, interactive baby mannequins for IU Health West’s delivery room resuscitation teams and nursery staff. The program emphasized technical skills, team communication and the stabilization and management of critically ill newborns. The simulations were recorded for video review and debriefing afterwards. 
Riley at IU Health’s simulation team will travel to hospitals across the state, conducting several programs each month, tailoring them to the specific needs of the participants. The program’s next stop will be at Scott Memorial Hospital in Scottsburg, Indiana.

“We use these lifesaving skills at Riley at IU Health on a regular basis,” Byrne said. “By taking this expertise on the road, community hospital resuscitation teams can refresh and sharpen their skills in safe, realistic environments that are already familiar to them.”
“At Scott Memorial Hospital we are dedicated to providing excellent care to our patients,” said Andrea Gibson, Staff Educator and Employee Nurse at Scott Memorial Hospital, “And now we are very excited to work with Riley at IU Health.  This training will give us the lifesaving tools and knowledge that is needed when treating a critically ill newborn.”
For more information about the Scott Memorial Hospital simulation on September 22, please call Tori Pugh 812-752-8542. 
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